
To God Be the Glory
Ephesians 3:21 says, “To Him be the glory in the church and in 

Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever.  Amen.”  On this 

first day of the week, the Lord’s church at Creekview assembles 

to bring glory to our God who well deserves it.  As long as the 

Lord gives us opportunity, let us embrace this charge that the 

church at Creekview shall glorify God in this community.  Today, 

let us embrace the opportunity to glorify God by worshipping Him 

in spirit and in truth. 

To Our Visitors:

We hope that you find our services to be Scriptural in all things and 

edifying to your soul.  We count it as a great honor and privilege to gather 

before the Lord for worship, and we hope that this sense of reverence is 

evident in all that we do.  Thank you for coming to be with us today, and 

may God bless you as you walk with Him.
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• The new quarter for Bible classes begins today.  Thanks to everyone 

who teaches.  Your work is greatly appreciated.

• Please pray for Jerry Rader, who is the father of Hugh Thomas Rader.  

Jerry suffered a stroke on Friday.

• Please also keep the following members in your prayers: Wilma Deering, 

Mary Ham, Donella Jones, Kay Lanius, and Dot Long.  Also remember 

Peggy Bailey’s daughter Sherry and Dot Long’s sister Melissa.

52 Week Reading Plan: Week 27

Sunday-Philippians 3-4

Monday - Leviticus 10-12

Tuesday - 2Kings 1-5

Wednesday - Psalms 78-80

Thursday - Proverbs 8-9

Friday - Ezekiel 19-24

Saturday - Luke 17-18

Gospel Meetings:

Cason Lane (Murfreesboro) – July 7-10, VBS

31-W North (Franklin, KY) – July 14-19

Millersville – July 21

9:00 AM 11:00 AM

Song Leader:

Chevis Webb

Scripture Reading:

Bailey Steger

Scripture:

Ephesians 4:11-16

Prayer:

Ron Dixon

Lesson:

Stacey Durham

What Can You Do?

Lesson 7 – You Can Edify and 

Encourage

Closing Prayer:

Andrew Durham

Song Leader:

David Bansemer

Scripture Reading:

Chris Huffines

Scripture:

Psalm 149:1-9

Prayer:

Kevin Hayes

Lord’s Supper:

Doug Thweatt

Alex Bansemer

Al Cotten

TBA

Lesson:

Ron Hunt

Song Service - Invitation

Announcements:

Jim Stubblefield

Closing Prayer:

Louis Long

WEDNESDAY, July 10

Song Leader: Alex Bansemer

Invitation: Aaron Bain

Closing Prayer: David Bansemer

Creekview church of Christ

930 Long Hollow Pike

Gallatin, TN  37066

615-452-8212

creekviewchurchofchrist.com

Service Times:

Sundays 9:00 AM Worship

10:00 AM Bible Study

11:00 AM Worship

Wednesdays 7:00 PM Bible Study

LORD’S SUPPER PREPARATION

July: Ridings
August: Hayes

SIGN MESSAGE CHANGING

July:
August:
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Usher for This Week: Ron Dixon



Desperately Seeking Exceptions

When you come to an understanding of a message from the Bible that 

is difficult for you to apply to yourself, your family members, or your 

brethren, what do you do?  Here are a few possibilities: (1) Make the 

application despite the difficulty; (2) Reject the message in obstinate 

disobedience; (3) Put off making the application until later, which is 

also disobedience; or (4) Seek some exception to the message whereby 

you may be justified without having to make the application and 

endure the difficulty.  There may be other alternatives, but these four 

options are some typical ways in which people respond to the 

Scriptures.

Of course, direct and complete obedience is the only correct reaction 

to any applicable Bible message, but many people, including 

Christians, have trained their minds to immediately seek an exception 

any time they encounter a difficult application.  In fact, the ability to 

explain away inconvenient passages of Scripture is a skill that some 

people seek in preachers.  Some will even search until they find a 

preacher who will give them an exception or an interpretation of 

Scripture that justifies their unwillingness to make a difficult 

application.  In this way, they “accumulate for themselves teachers in 

accordance to their own desires; and…turn away their ears from the 

truth” (2Tim. 4:3-4).

This mentality of desperately seeking exceptions is nothing new.  The 

Lord Jesus dealt with such a mentality among the Jews in the first 

century.  In fact, the Jews (Pharisees especially) had established an 

entire system of traditions based on what they perceived to be 

exceptions (bogus exceptions in most cases).  For example, regarding 

the issue of divorce, the Jews had focused on the exception given by 

Moses in Deuteronomy 24:1-4 and had made that exception into a rule.  

However, the Jews’ rule was not justified by Moses’ teaching (it was 

not even close!), and so Jesus corrected their false practices in 

Matthew 5:31-32 and 19:1-9.  Another example is that of the 

Pharisees’ tradition regarding the care of their parents.  They found 

an exception to the rule of “honor your father and mother” by 

claiming that their money was dedicated to God.  Jesus said this rule 

by exception was a transgression of God’s commandment (see Matt. 

15:1-9).  Further examples can be found in Christ’s Sermon on the 

Mount, where He addressed several of the Jews’ rules that were based 

on exceptions.  The Jews knew that the Law of Moses forbade murder, 

but they made an exception to allow anger (Matt. 5:20-22).  They 

knew that the Law forbade adultery, but they made an exception to 

permit lust (Matt. 5:27-28).  They knew that the Law required them to 

fulfill their vows, but they made exceptions whereby they could 

forsake vows (Matt. 5:33-37; see also Matt. 23:16-22).  They knew that 

the Law required them to love their neighbors, but they made an 

exception whereby they could hate their enemies (Matt. 5:43-48).  

Jesus corrected all of these false traditions that were based upon 

mostly bogus exceptions.

Today, it seems that many are still desperately seeking exceptions so 

that they can do as they please and still feel justified.  With such 

motivation, discussions of difficult Bible applications often descend 

into contests of creativity in which whoever can think of the most 

puzzling hypothetical situation to challenge the truth of Scripture wins 

the game.  With this victory secured, the winner then thinks he has 

the exception to justify his lack of compliance with the Scripture.  

Such people think that as long as they can describe a situation for 

which no one can give an answer, then there is no answer, and 

anything goes.  This is often the approach on issues such as salvation, 

fellowship, divorce, church discipline, the work of the church, and 

many others.

Dear friends, constantly seeking exceptions to the truth is not the way 

of Christ.  Jesus said, “If you continue in My word, then you are truly 

disciples of Mine; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make 

you free” (John 8:31-32).  You cannot continue in Christ’s word if you 

are always looking for excuses not to obey Him.  Seeking exceptions to 

the truth does not make you His disciple nor does it allow the truth to 

set you free.  In fact, making false rules based on bogus exceptions 

leaves you enslaved to the lies of Satan.  It causes you to live in a 

false world of self-deception in which you have convinced yourself 

that you are right when in fact you are wrong.  Do not fall into this 

trap, but instead conform to the word of Christ whether it is easy or 

difficult to apply.  Only then can you be a true disciple of Jesus and 

live in the freedom of the truth.

Stacey E. Durham


