Do You Focus on the Petals or the Pollen?
John Jones

Spring has sprung! I was thinking this morning about how each of the wonderful aspects about
Spring brings with it some challenges. With all the beautiful flowers and trees blooming comes a lay-
er of pollen on our vehicles and a need for an allergy prescription. The extra sunlight is wonderful,
but I am starting to notice more a few more bug bites than I did last month! The warmer weather is
wonderful, certainly, but with it come regular spring storms that seem to have us (here in Tennessee)
heading for the storm shelter once every couple of weeks.

We could certainly choose to focus on those negative aspects, but consider this: in the middle of the
cold wet winter, I never once thought about the incoming pollen, bugs, and storms of the Spring. I
imagine most people don’t! What I was longing for was the sunshine, the warmth, and the signs of
new life that springtime brings. Who cares about the bugs and pollen, when we have the sunshine and
the flowers!

Isn’t that how life in Christ is? We are so incredibly blessed to be a part of “the church of the
firstborn who are enrolled in heaven” (Hebrews 12:23)! But...maybe after a few years (or decades)
among His people, we start to focus more on the minor difficulties of life in the church. Maybe, in-
stead of seeing our brothers and sisters in Christ, we focus more on their peculiarities and personality
differences that sometimes strain our relationships. Maybe, instead of seeing the blessed opportuni-
ties we have to serve others, we start seeing service as a drudgery.

We could certainly choose to focus on those negative aspects, but consider this: when we were sepa-
rated from Christ (Ephesians 2:12), living in the “domain of darkness” (Colossians 1:13), and “dead
in our trespasses and sins” (Ephesians 2:1) would we have ever once been worried about those minor
inconveniences of personality differences with other believers or the strain on our time that Christian
service may bring. We had no hope and “were without God” (Eph. 2:12). We were living in
“friendship with the world and in “enmity towards God” (James 4:4)! We needed the sunshine of a
Savior, the warmth of a Christian family, and the new life that being a Christian brings! We were
longing for the Son, and when He “rose in our hearts” (2 Peter 1:19), the cold winter of sin was melt-
ed away. Do you remember that time for you? Maybe we ought to more frequently consider the time
in our life (no matter how long ago) when our Lord “called us out of darkness and into His marvel-
lous light” (1 Peter 2:9).

As we age and take steps closer to the end of physical life, this comparison is still true. We are long-
ing for new life in our heavenly home. Paul said it best: “For in this tent we groan, longing to put on
our heavenly dwelling...For while we are still in this tent, we groan, being burdened...so that what is
mortal may be swallowed up by life.” (2 Corinthians 5:2-4). But, the aches and pains and heartaches
of older age, in comparison with our longing for our heavenly horne is summarised in Romans 8:18 -
“For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is
to be revealed to us.”

This week, let’s all enjoy life in the Sonshine, focusing on all that He has done for us and the bless-
ings of being in Christ!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS

Our sympathy & prayers to
Marvin England & family on the loss

of his son, Ronnie England,
who passed away on Monday, March

Men’s Business Meeting, UPCOMING EVENTS!!!

Sunday, April 6th

*April 26th - Our “Ladies Day” Ashley
@ 5:00 PM

Deffenbaugh will be our speaker with

the topic of” Unshaken”. Anyone inter-
ested in ordering a t-shirt for Ladies Day,
the shirt & sign-up list is posted in the
foyer, last day to sign-up will be this
Wednesday night, April 2nd. Also
food sign-up sheet will be posted on
bulletin board soon. Questions see Terri.

YOUTH Making Music...... Saturday,
April12th. Cost is $35.00.

For all those signed up, we plan on
leaving @ 11:30. Will stop & eat on the

31st. No service at this time.
Also to the families of
Joyce Meredith, her service was held on
Friday &
Randall Holland, whose service was
held on April 1st.

way back.

Faith, Obedience, Character, Unity, Salvation

Spring Break has come to an end and all the kiddos headed back to school this morning. There
wasn’t much relaxation this spring break. It began for us with our youth retreat, and we followed that
up with a baseball trip to Knoxville, playing 4 games in 4 days. I guess that’s expected when you have
kids that are involved in lots of different things. Last night was our first 5* Sunday of the year. I appre-
ciate all the guys who lead us in worship. They all did a great job! Thank you to everyone that was
there to support and encourage them. Our next youth activity is Makin Music next Saturday after-
noon. We plan to meet at the church building at 11:30. We will also eat on our way back from the
event.

In Christian Love, Keith




SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

e ——————————

Sunday, April 6th 2025

Welcome .............cccooeiiiiiiiinii, Keith Grigsby
Lead Singing............ccc.cooeeiiiiniann. Mark Forster
IstPrayer...........coocooviivniiiinnnnn, Dwight Stuart
Sermon.............c.cc.cevvveieiiceeennn.nJack Wilkie
Lord’s Table.............................. Wade Tummins

Jacen Robertson John Potter

Billy Buttrey Mike Tyler

Brent Davis Caleb Coates
Closing Prayer...............................Drew Buttrey
Collect Cards.............................Abel Tummins

& Colt Stanfill

Coates
Greeters............cccceeeveueencencnnnn... Not at this time
NUTSerY......ccoovvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiine, Not at this time
Collect CUPS......coneueiieeiiiiee e, Youth
Security. ..o Team #4

Closing Prayer...........................Calvin Buckner

Wednesday 6:30 PM, April 9th2025

Lead Singing......... .............c.cooone, John Hurt
Prayer..............ccccvevvvvvvvvvcvvncceeee. . W. R Long
Adult Class...........coccceeeenean..... Jack Wilkie

*If you are unable to serve...please contact Wade
Tummins in advance. (cell 931-209-6291)

*If changes need to be made in scheduling please contact
Jimmy Phy.
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Week of March 30 2025

A Caring Church Lifting Up The CROSS And CROWN of CHRIST

Starting this Sunday, April 6th thur Wed, April 9th, please join
us for our Spring Gospel Meeting with lessons
by “Jack Wilkie” from his book “Church Reset”.

*A pot luck meal will follow our Sunday morning service.
Sunday @9:00AM(Bible Class)—"Shouldn’t the church be more?
Sunday @10:00(worship)-Are You a Christian, or a Church Customer?
Sunday Night @ 6:00 —Church Reset
Monday @ 7:00 PM—A Family, Not a Business
Tuesday @ 7:00 PM—Roadblocks to Revival
Wednesday @ 7:00 PM —Playing Your Part

Lead Singing...............ccoeeooiiiiniinn Mark Forster
Prayer........cc.ccooevviiiiiiiiiiiinin Ethan Tummins
Sermon.................coeviiiiiivnnennnnnJack Wilkie
Lord’s Table................................Bruce Mayfield

Barry Phy

00

“If you are unable to attend any service please tune in to our Facebook page or
our YouTube page to watch the services. This is NOT a replacement for the
command to assemble together as Christ’s Body, but a tool for those who may be
homebound/shut-in or sick.

BULLETIN

JACK WILKIE

CHURCH
ESE

GOD'S DESIGN FOR
SO MUCH MORE

Schedule of Services

Sunday
Bible Study............... 9:00am
Worship............ 10:00am
FEvening............... 6:00pm

Wednesday
Bible Study. ......... 6:30pm

Elders:
Calvin Buckner
Billy Butirey Bruce Mayfield
W.R, Long Mike Robertson
Deacons:

Derek Berryman — Mike Burns

Wayne Coates Mark Forster

John Hurt Barry Phy

Robert Proctor James Ridings

Joe Smith Dwight Stuart

Ethan Tummins — Wade Tummins
Ronnie Tyler

Staff:
Ministers ----- Every Member
Pulpit - John Jones
Youth -------—- Keith Grigsby

Secretaries --—----- Terri Tummins
Teresa Fleming

The MESSENGER is online! =
Visit the church website EChurch
fo view! Bulletin
OUR RECORDS for 3/30/2025
Sunday Morning Bible School — — — —-— 97
Sunday Morning Worship —-— — — — —- 170
Sunday Evening Worship -—-— — —--— — 104
Wed-Mid-Week Bible Study - - —-——————— 92
Sunday Contribution— — — — ------ $7,197

To Contact Us:
9704 Hwy 70 E
Mail us: P.O. Box 256
McEwen, TN 37101
Phone: 931-582-6130

E-mail: mcewencofc@gmail.com

Website: www.mcewenchurchofchrist.com

Evangelism Program
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