Are you a Christian or a Church Customer?
John

Hey Church Family,

We have been blessed with Jack Wilkie having taught the first few lessons of our Gospel Meeting. In
years past, Gospel Meetings have traditionally been aimed at the community, like the old style ‘revival’
meetings. In recent years, however, many congregations have used these opportunities to stress important
topics that the church needs to hear since the majority of the attendees are from our congregation or other
local churches of Christ. Jack has offered some challenging topics so far and I’'m looking forward to the
rest of his lessons for us.

I particularly enjoyed his comparison of our ‘church experience’ of either eating at a fast food restau-
rant, or to having a family Thanksgiving meal. Though both of these types of meals involve food, only
one of them includes acts of service for the family, a loving family atmosphere, precious memories of
years past, and concern for all the family members involved. I’'m definitely not talking about McDonalds!
Which do we want our congregation to look like? I know which one the New Testament church looks
more like!

Here are some passages that point us towards biblical fellowship, not fast food:

Acts 2:44-46 paints a picture of the early church as a close-knit family, sharing life together, meals and
whatever else anyone needed. “All the believers were together and had everything in common. They sold
property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. Every day they continued to meet together in
the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts.”

1 Corinthians 12:12-14 (also Romans 12:4-5) emphasizes the one body with many parts to describe the
individual’s relationship to the church. I certainly have never felt that way about any fellow customer in
Taco Bell! But, when I think back to family Thanksgivings, we miss loved ones who are no longer there,
and we are excited about new people at the table (whether through marriage or new children). We aren’t
fellow customers, but parts of the same body that cares for one another! “Just as a body, though one, has
many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ. For we were all baptized by one
Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free...”

Jesus, Himself said in John 13:34-35 - “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved
you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one
another.” A family Thanksgiving meal shows our love, care, and time spent together—qualities Jesus
wants his people to display in our time spent together whether in worship or fellowship.

Hebrews 10:24-25 sums it up well: “And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love
and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one
another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”

This encourages us to regularly gather together and encourage one another. If one of your family members
was regularly absent from family gatherings, we would be worried and reach out to them. How much
more important in the Lord’s family?

As much as [ may enjoy Dairy Queen and Sonic from time to time, that’s not what our church experience
should look like. Let’s bring our service, work, and love together and show the McEwen community what
God’s family really looks like!
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*Shane Cobb-(Louise’s son) foot/part of leg removed.
*Bob Thomason-recuperating at home from a fall. *KENNY FLEMING—cancer meds

*Terry England-(Marvin’s nephew) stroke-on life support. “JIMMY PHY-CA treat-
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*Mike Gunn-home recovering from neck surg. *ROY DELOACH, JR-(Roy’s son) pancreatic cancer
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*Carolyn Wilson-(Madison’s grandmother) requesting prayers. *KAY LEE-breast & colon cancer

*Odell Nichols (Ruby Dell’s brother-in-law) in hospice care *Claude Hurt | *DAVID NOWLIN-CA treatments-WCOC Elder
*Josh Barnett—(Charlo_tte Heights CoC Minister)benign brain tumor@treatments | *DONNA BURNS-WAYNESANN BERRYMAN'S NIECE)-CA
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*Suzanne Boyd-(Johné& Erin’s friends) baby —now home @ feeding tube. *RANAE DUNCAN-(Bo&Amy’s neighbor)CA treat-
.*Ralph Simpson- back in the hosp*Doug Simpson-heart -(Ruby England's brothers) | MeNts

*Whitney(Bullion)Sager.-home recovering *CASEY VAILES-(Ranae Duncan’s son)also has
*Stephanie Greene-(Mike’s sister)needs prayers cancer

*Charles Miles-recovering fr a fall + heart issues JOHN PIRTLE ~frd of Roy Deloach) Lung CA-
*Marcia Simpson-(Mike Burn's aunt) now home./*John Henry & Carlene Davis | 29¢ 53

*Alyssa Gold-(Robert Proctor’s niece) in need of prayers *Margie Gunn *LARRY HAYES-(fr Waverly COC) restarted

THOSE DEALING/BEING TREATED FOR CANCER
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS
UPCOMING EVENTS!!!
2025

*April 26th - Our “Ladies Day” Ashley June 22nd-28th
Deffenbaugh will be our speaker with the - [camp Applications are on the

topic of“ Unshaken”. If you did not sign up |back table in the auditorium ,
Areawide Church Fellowship | to order a t-shirt, you can still order on your if you have not filled out &

Dinner on May 15, 2025 @ 6:00 | own from “The Ruffled Mango thur Etsy. “It | returned please be sure and
PM. $2000 a meal per person is the Unshaken shirt in ||ght blue”. Also do so “today” before there

Please be bringing candy Camp Leatherwood for

& leave downstairs for our
easter egg hunt on 4/19.

can be fish or chicken. Need to check out the foyer bulletin board for the
RSVP by April 30th to 931-296- | food sign-up sheet. Will have

work days on Wednesday the16th & the 23rd
IN £.O.C.U.5.

Our sympathy to Scotlie &
Michelle Lashlee on the loss of
Scottie’s brother “A. P. Lashlee”
age 41, no service at this time.

Faith, Obedience, Character, Unity, Salvation

What a crazy week we just had with the weather! As I sit here on Monday morning, the kids
are at home from school for the 3« day in a row due to the severe weather and flooding that we have
had in the county for the past several days. I’'m excited to see the sun once again this week and for the
kids to be able to get back to a normal routine. Our youth activities will ramp back up this coming
weekend with Makin Music on Saturday and our youth devotional Sunday night. We are just over a
month away from the beginning of summer break. And with that comes lots of activities for our
youth. I am looking forward to those activities that include things like VBS, breakfast and bible stud-
ies, church camp, and the Hiwassee rafting trip. Let’s be sure to keep our kids in our prayers as they
finish up another school year! In Christian Love, Keith




SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

e ——————————
Sunday, April 13th 2025

Welcome ..............cc.coooiviviiiiiniinnnn, John Hurt
Lead Singing............ccc.cooeeiiiiniann. Mark Forster
Ist Prayer...........ccocooeevniiinnnnnnn, Bruce Mayfield
Sermon................cc.evveeeevnieeerennnnn.nn.John Jones
Lord’s Table............................. Mike Robertson

Dwight Stuart Glenn Ross
Robert Proctor Mike Burns
Jesse Kilpatrick Jack Grigsby
Closing Prayer.....................................Joe Smith
Collect Cards............................Hudson Buttrey
& Jaxon Holt

Greeters.............c.cc.cc.coeoo.cennne... Not at this time
Nursery......cccoooceeieiiiiiiiiiininnn. Not at this time
Collect CUPS.......covueiieeiiiiee e, Youth
Security............oooooiiiiiiii Team #5
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Lead Singing...............cceoooiieiiinn. Mark Forster
Prayer............cocceoiiiiiiiii Wayne Coates
Sermon.............ccceeviiiiiiiisiniesieniennnn.John Jones
Lord’s Table......................Caleb Coates

Wayne Vaughn
Closing Prayer.............................Billy Buttrey

Wednesday 6:30 PM, April 16th2025

Lead Singing......... .................... Andrew Peyton
Prayer...............cccevvvvvvvvvvvnnnnn . Ty Adams
Adult Class...........c.....ccc.................JORN Jones

*If you are unable to serve...please contact Wade
Tummins in advance. (cell 931-209-6291)

*If changes need to be made in scheduling please contact
Jimmy Phy.

00

“If you are unable to attend any service please tune in to our Facebook page or
our YouTube page to watch the services. This is NOT a replacement for the
command to assemble together as Christ’s Body, but a tool for those who may be
homebound/shut-in or sick.
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LET US“HOLD UNSWERVINGLY
TO THE HOPE WE PROFESS,

FOR HE WHO PROMISED IS

HEBREWS 10:23

A Caring Church Lifting Up The CROSS And CROWN of CHRIST

Schedule of Services

Sunday
Bible Study............... 9:00am
Worship............ 10:00am
FEvening............... 6:00pm

Wednesday
Bible Study. ......... 6:30pm

Elders:
Calvin Buckner
Billy Butirey Bruce Mayfield
W.R, Long Mike Robertson
Deacons:

Derek Berryman — Mike Burns

Wayne Coates Mark Forster

John Hurt Barry Phy

Robert Proctor James Ridings

Joe Smith Dwight Stuart

Ethan Tummins — Wade Tummins
Ronnie Tyler

Staff:
Ministers ----- Every Member
Pulpit - John Jones
Youth -------—- Keith Grigsby

Secretaries --—----- Terri Tummins
Teresa Fleming

The MESSENGER is online! —
Visit the church website EChurch
fo view! Bulletin
OUR RECORDS for 4/6/2025
Sunday Morning Bible School — — — —-— 113
Sunday Morning Worship —-— — — — —- 185
Sunday Evening Worship -—-— — —--— — 106
Wed-Mid-Week Bible Study~ cancelled due to storms =
Sunday Contribution— — — — ------ $10,033

To Contact Us:
9704 Hwy 70 E
Mail us: P.O. Box 256
McEwen, TN 37101
Phone: 931-582-6130

E-mail: mcewencofc@gmail.com

Website: www.mcewenchurchofchrist.com

Evangelism Program
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