JONAH - GOD’S WAY IS BEST

SCRIPTURE - Jonah 1:1-3 Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah the son of Amittai,
saying, ? “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry out against it; for their wickedness has
come up before Me.” 3 But Jonah arose to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. He
went down to Joppa, and found a ship going to Tarshish; so he paid the fare, and went down
into it, to go with them to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD.

INTRODUCTION

A. HAVE YOU EVER DISAGREED WITH GOD?

B. HAVE YOU EVER FELT LIKE THERE WAS A BETTER WAY TO DO SOMETHING
THAN WHAT GOD HAD IN MIND?

C. JONAH DISAGREED WITH GOD ABOUT HOW HE WAS DEALING WITH NINEVAH.
1. HE DIDN'T WANT TO GO
2. HE DIDN'T WANT THEM TO REPENT
3. HE DIDN'T WANT GOD TO FORGIVE THEM

I. THE WAY OF JUSTICE - (Jonah 1:2) “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry out
against it; for their wickedness has come up before Me.”
A. (Rom 6:23) For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ
Jesus our Lord.
B. (Rom 6:16) Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you
are that one’s slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience
leading to righteousness?

Il. THE WAY OF SURETY - (Jonah 1:3 - 2:10) But Jonah arose to flee to Tarshish from the
presence of the LORD. He went down to Joppa, and found a ship going to Tarshish; so he paid
the fare, and went down into it, to go with them to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. {4}
But the LORD sent out a great wind on the sea, and there was a mighty tempest on the sea, so
that the ship was about to be broken up. {5} Then the mariners were afraid; and every man
cried out to his god, and threw the cargo that was in the ship into the sea, to lighten the load.
But Jonah had gone down into the lowest parts of the ship, had lain down, and was fast asleep.
{6} So the captain came to him, and said to him, “What do you mean, sleeper? Arise, call on
your God; perhaps your God will consider us, so that we may not perish.” {7} And they said to
one another, “Come, let us cast lots, that we may know for whose cause this trouble has come
upon us.” So they cast lots, and the lot fell on Jonah. {8} Then they said to him, “Please tell us!
For whose cause is this trouble upon us? What is your occupation? And where do you come
from? What is your country? And of what people are you?” {9} So he said to them, “l am a
Hebrew; and | fear the LORD, the God of heaven, who made the sea and the dry land.” {10}
Then the men were exceedingly afraid, and said to him, “Why have you done this?” For the
men knew that he fled from the presence of the LORD, because he had told them. {11} Then
they said to him, “What shall we do to you that the sea may be calm for us?”; for the sea was
growing more tempestuous. {12} And he said to them, “Pick me up and throw me into the sea;
then the sea will become calm for you. For | know that this great tempest is because of me.”
{13} Nevertheless the men rowed hard to return to land, but they could not, for the sea
continued to grow more tempestuous against them. {14} Therefore they cried out to the LORD
and said, “We pray, O LORD, please do not let us perish for this man’s life, and do not charge
us with innocent blood; for You, O LORD, have done as it pleased You.” {15} So they picked up
Jonah and threw him into the sea, and the sea ceased from its raging. {16} Then the men
feared the LORD exceedingly, and offered a sacrifice to the LORD and took vows. {17} Now the
LORD had prepared a great fish to swallow Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three



days and three nights. (Jonah 2) Then Jonah prayed to the LORD his God from the fish’s belly.
{2} And he said: “I cried out to the LORD because of my affliction, And He answered me. “Out
of the belly of Sheol | cried, And You heard my voice. {3} For You cast me into the deep, Into
the heart of the seas, And the floods surrounded me; All Your billows and Your waves passed
over me. {4} Then | said, ‘| have been cast out of Your sight; Yet | will look again toward Your
holy temple.’ {5} The waters surrounded me, even to my soul; The deep closed around me;
Weeds were wrapped around my head. {6} | went down to the moorings of the mountains; The
earth with its bars closed behind me forever; Yet You have brought up my life from the pit, O
LORD, my God. {7} “When my soul fainted within me, | remembered the LORD; And my prayer
went up to You, Into Your holy temple. {8} “Those who regard worthless idols Forsake their own
Mercy. {9} But | will sacrifice to You With the voice of thanksgiving; | will pay what | have vowed.
Salvation is of the LORD.” {10} So the LORD spoke to the fish, and it vomited Jonah onto dry
land.

A. (Ezek 12:25, 28) “For | am the LORD. | speak, and the word which | speak will come to
pass; it will no more be postponed; for in your days, O rebellious house, | will say the
word and perform it,” says the Lord GOD.”(Ezek 12:28) “Therefore say to them, ‘Thus
says the Lord GOD: “None of My words will be postponed any more, but the word which
| speak will be done,” says the Lord GOD.”

B. (Isa 14:24) The LORD of hosts has sworn, saying, “Surely, as | have thought, so it shall
come to pass, And as | have purposed, so it shall stand:

C. If we try to run from God’s purpose, we're not going to like the results.

lll. THE WAY OF WARNING - (Jonah 3:1-4) Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah the
second time, saying, {2} “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and preach to it the message that
| tell you.” {3} So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now
Nineveh was an exceedingly great city, a three-day journey in extent. {4} And Jonah began to
enter the city on the first day’s walk. Then he cried out and said, “Yet forty days, and Nineveh
shall be overthrown!”

A. (Luke 13:3) “l tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish.

B. (Rev 22:18-19) For | testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this
book: If anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in
this book; {19} and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy,
God shall take away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the things
which are written in this book.

IV. THE WAY OF REPENTANCE AND FORGIVENESS - (Jonah 3:5-10) So the people of
Nineveh believed God, proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the greatest to the least of
them. {6} Then word came to the king of Nineveh; and he arose from his throne and laid aside
his robe, covered himself with sackcloth and sat in ashes. {7} And he caused it to be proclaimed
and published throughout Nineveh by the decree of the king and his nobles, saying, Let neither
man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste anything; do not let them eat, or drink water. {8} But let man
and beast be covered with sackcloth, and cry mightily to God; yes, let every one turn from his
evil way and from the violence that is in his hands. {9} Who can tell if God will turn and relent,
and turn away from His fierce anger, so that we may not perish? {10} Then God saw their
works, that they turned from their evil way; and God relented from the disaster that He had said
He would bring upon them, and He did not do it.
A. (Luke 15:7) “l say to you that likewise there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner
who repents than over ninety-nine just persons who need no repentance.
B. (2 Pet 3:9) The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but
is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to
repentance.



V. THE WAY OF COMPASSION FOR LOST SOULS - (Jonah 4) But it displeased Jonah
exceedingly, and he became angry. {2} So he prayed to the LORD, and said, “Ah, LORD, was not
this what | said when | was still in my country? Therefore | fled previously to Tarshish; for | know
that You are a gracious and merciful God, slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness, One who
relents from doing harm. {3} “Therefore now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is better
for me to die than to live!” {4} Then the LORD said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” {5} So Jonah
went out of the city and sat on the east side of the city. There he made himself a shelter and sat
under it in the shade, till he might see what would become of the city. {6} And the LORD God
prepared a plant and made it come up over Jonah, that it might be shade for his head to deliver him
from his misery. So Jonah was very grateful for the plant. {7} But as morning dawned the next day
God prepared a worm, and it so damaged the plant that it withered. {8} And it happened, when the
sun arose, that God prepared a vehement east wind; and the sun beat on Jonah’s head, so that he
grew faint. Then he wished death for himself, and said, “It is better for me to die than to live.” {9}
Then God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the plant?” And he said, “It is right for
me to be angry, even to death!” {10} But the LORD said, “You have had pity on the plant for which
you have not labored, nor made it grow, which came up in a night and perished in a night. {11} “And
should I not pity Nineveh, that great city, in which are more than one hundred and twenty thousand
persons who cannot discern between their right hand and their left; and much livestock?”

A. (Mat 9:35-38) Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their
synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every
disease among the people. {36} But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with
compassion for them, because they were weary and scattered, like sheep having no
shepherd. {37} Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers
are few. {38} “Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.”

B. (Luke 15:11-32) Then He said: “A certain man had two sons. {12} “And the younger of them
said to his father, ‘Father, give me the portion of goods that falls to me.” So he divided to
them his livelihood. {13} “And not many days after, the younger son gathered all together,
journeyed to a far country, and there wasted his possessions with prodigal living. {14} “But
when he had spent all, there arose a severe famine in that land, and he began to be in want.
{15} “Then he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country, and he sent him into his
fields to feed swine. {16} “And he would gladly have filled his stomach with the pods that the
swine ate, and no one gave him anything. {17} “But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How
many of my father’s hired servants have bread enough and to spare, and | perish with
hunger! {18} ‘Il will arise and go to my father, and will say to him, “Father, | have sinned
against heaven and before you, {19} “and | am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make
me like one of your hired servants.” {20} “And he arose and came to his father. But when he
was still a great way off, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his
neck and kissed him. {21} “And the son said to him, ‘Father, | have sinned against heaven
and in your sight, and am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ {22} “But the father said to
his servants, ‘Bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and
sandals on his feet. {23} ‘And bring the fatted calf here and kill it, and let us eat and be
merry; {24} ‘for this my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.” And they
began to be merry. {25} “Now his older son was in the field. And as he came and drew near
to the house, he heard music and dancing. {26} “So he called one of the servants and asked
what these things meant. {27} “And he said to him, “Your brother has come, and because he
has received him safe and sound, your father has killed the fatted calf.’ {28} “But he was
angry and would not go in. Therefore his father came out and pleaded with him. {29} “So he
answered and said to his father, ‘Lo, these many years | have been serving you; | never
transgressed your commandment at any time; and yet you never gave me a young goat, that
| might make merry with my friends. {30} ‘But as soon as this son of yours came, who has
devoured your livelihood with harlots, you killed the fatted calf for him.” {31} “And he said to
him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that | have is yours. {32} ‘It was right that we
should make merry and be glad, for your brother was dead and is alive again, and was lost
and is found.”



CONCLUSION - ARE YOU WALKING IN THE WAYS OF GOD?

The way of justice — Is God pleased with your life?

The way of surety — God’s purpose will be fulfilled.

The way of warning — Have you heard God’s warning to you?

The way of repentance and forgiveness — Have you repented of your sins?

The way of compassion for lost souls — Are you concerned about lost souls around you?
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