
HEAVENLY MINDED 
 
SCRIPTURE - Colossians 3:1–11  If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are 
above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on things above, not on things 
on the earth. 3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is our life 
appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory. 5 Therefore put to death your members which 
are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 
Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience, 7 in which you 
yourselves once walked when you lived in them. 
8 But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out 
of your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds, 10 and 
have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created 
him, 11 where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, 
slave nor free, but Christ is all and in all. 
 
INTRODUCTION 

A. Ecclesiastes 7:16–18  Do not be overly righteous, Nor be overly wise: Why should you destroy 
yourself? 17 Do not be overly wicked, Nor be foolish: Why should you die before your time? 18 It 
is good that you grasp this, And also not remove your hand from the other; For he who fears 
God will escape them all. 

B. “He so heavenly minded, He’s no earthly good.” Can a person be so religious that he has no 
practical value here on earth? Monasteries? Pharisees not associating with sinners? 

C. This kind of heavenly mindedness is not what the bible teaches. 
D. When a person is truly Heavenly minded, her will live out his Christianity in such a way that he 

will do much earthly good. 
 
I. The Facts - Verse 1 - Colossians 3:1  If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which 

are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 
A. We are risen with Christ because we died with Christ. 

1. Galatians 2:20  I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in 
me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me 
and gave Himself for me. 

2. Romans 6:1–14  What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? 
2 Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it? 3 Or do you not know that 
as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore 
we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 5 For if we 
have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the 
likeness of His resurrection, 6 knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that 
the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin. 7 For 
he who has died has been freed from sin. 8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we 
shall also live with Him, 9 knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no 
more. Death no longer has dominion over Him. 10 For the death that He died, He died to sin 
once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God. 11 Likewise you also, reckon 
yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 12 Therefore 
do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts. 13 And do not 
present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to 
God as being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to 
God. 14 For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under 
grace. 

B. Christ sits on the right hand of God. He is in control. 



 

II. The Focus – Verse 2 - Colossians 3:2  Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 
A. 2 Corinthians 4:16–18  Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is 

perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day. 17 For our light affliction, which is 
but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, 18 while 
we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the 
things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal. 

B. Hebrews 11:24–26  By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be called the son of 
Pharaoh’s daughter, 25 choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy 
the passing pleasures of sin, 26 esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the 
treasures in Egypt; for he looked to the reward. 

C. 1 John 2:15–17  Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of 
the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world. 17 And the world is 
passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever. 
 

III. The Funeral – Verses 3, 5-9 - Colossians 3:3  For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in 
God.  
A. Colossians 3:5–9  Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, 

uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these 
things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience, 7 in which you yourselves 
once walked when you lived in them. 8 But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, 
wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, since 
you have put off the old man with his deeds, 

B. Ephesians 4:22  that you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man which grows 
corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, 

C. Colossians 2:11–13  In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision made without 
hands, by putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 12 buried 
with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him through faith in the working of 
God, who raised Him from the dead. 13 And you, being dead in your trespasses and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all 
trespasses, 

 
IV. The Future – Verses 10-17 - Colossians 3:10–17  and have put on the new man who is renewed 

in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him, 11 where there is neither Greek nor 
Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, but Christ is all and in all. 
12 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, 
meekness, longsuffering; 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a 
complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do. 14 But above all these 
things put on love, which is the bond of perfection. 15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, 
to which also you were called in one body; and be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do 
all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him. 
A. 2 Corinthians 5:17  Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have 

passed away; behold, all things have become new. 
B. Ephesians 4:23–24  and be renewed in the spirit of your mind, 24 and that you put on the new 

man which was created according to God, in true righteousness and holiness. 
C. Ephesians 2:10  For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 

God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them. 
 
  



CONCLUSION - Verse 4 - Colossians 3:4  When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will 
appear with Him in glory. 

A. John 14:1–4  “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. 2 In My 
Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a 
place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to 
Myself; that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And where I go you know, and the way you 
know.” 

B. 2 Timothy 4:7–8  I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 
Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, 
will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing. 

C. 1 Thessalonians 4:15–18  For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive 
and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For 
the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and 
with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and 
remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus 
we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 


