
EXAMPLES 2 - EXAMPLES TO THE WORLD 
 
SCRIPTURE - James 5:10–11  My brethren, take the prophets, who spoke in the name 
of the Lord, as an example of suffering and patience. 11 Indeed we count them blessed 
who endure. You have heard of the perseverance of Job and seen the end intended by 
the Lord—that the Lord is very compassionate and merciful. 
 
INTRODUCTION 

A. We are all examples, good or bad, positive or negative 
B. What kind of example are you to the non-Christians around you? 

 
I.   WE ARE AS LIGHTS AND SALT WE MUST HAVE AN EFFECT ON THE WORLD 

A. Mat 5: 13-16 ' You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how 
shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and 
trampled underfoot by men- {14} "You are the light of the world- A city that is set 
on a hill cannot be hidden, {15} "Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a 
basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. {16} 
"Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and 
glorify your Father in heaven. 

B. Phil 2:14-15 Do all things without complaining and disputing, {15} that you may 
become blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a 
crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, 

C. Ephesians 5:8–14  For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the 
Lord. Walk as children of light 9 (for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness, 
righteousness, and truth), 10 finding out what is acceptable to the Lord. 11 And 
have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose them. 
12 For it is shameful even to speak of those things which are done by them in 
secret. 13 But all things that are exposed are made manifest by the light, for 
whatever makes manifest is light. 14 Therefore He says: “Awake, you who sleep, 
Arise from the dead, And Christ will give you light.” 

 
II.  EXAMPLES OF DOING GOOD 

A. 1 Pet 2:11-16 Beloved, I beg <you> as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from 
fleshly lusts which war against the soul , {12} having your conduct honorable 
among the Genti les, that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may, 
by your good works which they observe, glorify God in the day of visitation. {13} 
Therefore submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake, 
whether to the king as supreme, {14} or to governors, as to those who are sent 
by him for the punishment of evildoers and (for the> praise of those who do good. 
{15} For this is the will of God, that by doing good you may put to silence the 
ignorance of foolish men; {16} as free, yet not using liberty as a cloak for vice, but 
as bondservants of God. 

B. Titus 2:6-8 Likewise exhort the young men to be sober—minded, {7} in all things 
showing yourself to be a pattern of good works; in doctrine showing integrity, 
reverence, incorruptibility, {8} sound speech that cannot be condemned, that one 
who is an opponent may be ashamed, having nothing evil to say of you. 



III.  EXAMPLES IN LIFE AND SPEECH  
A. 1 Pet 3:15-16 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to 

give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, 
with meekness and fear; {16} having a good conscience, that when they defame 
you as evildoers, those who revile your good conduct in Christ may be ashamed- 

B. 1 Timothy 4:12  Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the 
believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity. 

C. Colossians 4:5–6  Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside, redeeming the 
time. 6 Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may 
know how you ought to answer each one. 

D. 1 Timothy 4:16  Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. Continue in them, for 
in doing this you will save both yourself and those who hear you. 

 
IV.  EXAMPLES TO YOUR MARITAL MATE  

A. Pet 3: 1—6 Wives, likewise, be submissive to your own husbands, that even if 
some do not obey the word, they, without a word, may be won by the conduct of 
their wives, {2} when they observe your chaste conduct accompanied by fear. {3} 
Do not let your adornment be (merely) outward; arranging the hair, wearing gold, 
or putting on < fine> apparel; {4} rather let it be the hidden person of the heart, 
with the incorruptible beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very precious in 
the sight of God, {5} For in this manner, in former times, the holy women who 
trusted in God also adorned themselves, being submissive to their own 
husbands, {6} as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, whose daughters you 
are if you do good and are not afraid with any terror. 

B. 1 Corinthians 7:12–16  But to the rest I, not the Lord, say: If any brother has a 
wife who does not believe, and she is willing to live with him, let him not divorce 
her. 13 And a woman who has a husband who does not believe, if he is willing to 
live with her, let her not divorce him. 14 For the unbelieving husband is sanctified 
by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband; otherwise your 
children would be unclean, but now they are holy. 15 But if the unbeliever departs, 
let him depart; a brother or a sister is not under bondage in such cases. But God 
has called us to peace. 16 For how do you know, O wife, whether you will save 
your husband? Or how do you know, O husband, whether you will save your 
wife? 

 
CONCLUSION 

A. Are you being a good example or a bad example?  
B. You are one or the other. 
C. Are you being an influence on those around you, of a life pleasing to God? 
D. Do you want your loved ones to follow the example you are setting? 
E. What you are doing is speaking so loudly that I can’t hear what you are saying. 


