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The troubled economy is a source of great exasperation and stress for
Americans. Consequently, our lives and relationships suffer. Seeking
relief from these pressures people seek a variety of remedies, many of
which are ctrestructive. Accordingly, the answers remain elusive as these
individuals grope blindly for them. Nevertheless, Gocl has a way to
endure the struggles.

h'ritially, we must realize that God will not simply banish the problems
that Clhristians face (N{atthew 6:34). For God's people, the problems
remain, Fuel prices break records almost daily. Crocery pncers are
increasing faster tharr they have in seventeen years. Foreclosures remain
a very real possibilitv for millions while jobs become increasingly scarce
as businesses cut back to haLrrclle escalating costs.

Cocl knows our struggles and will always take care of Christians bv
providing a way to endure hard trmes. Three quotes from Jesus illustrate
His loving concern. "I utill neuer lenae you nor forsake you" (Hebrews
13:a NKJV). "I tTn zuith you nhua11s, eaen to the end of the nge"
(Mattlrew 28:2). Finally, "Coflte to Me, nll who Isbor nnd nre heauy
Inden" (N4atthew 11:28).

Scripture prescribes that we live simply and within our means (l
Timothy 5:6-10). Acconingly, when money is scarce we must lower our
cost of living. Christ tells us that He will take care of His children by
provicling food, shelter and clothing (Mathew 6:25-34).

(continued on next page)



I Dwer,er, Cocl cloes not provide ciesigner labels, fine cuisine or
p iiatial homes. He provicles basics, so we can focus on serving Him
(i uke lti:20-25).
T re economic clownLrrrn can clestrov our spiritual lives and homes
u rless we act c-lecisivelv. Four clangers exist for Christians in a
tr rtrbleel economv:

1. t' itrt, 
"conoori. 

p.oblettts cur canru ur to giue l*s, to tLe
Lorcl irr contributiorrs. ostensibly, this is abancloning corl
wiren we neecl Hirn most. T'he widow in Luke 22:l-4, gave ;-rll
she haci out of her poverty. Accordingly, we must continue to
give Gor"l that r.vhich is rightly His (2 Corinthiansg:5-7).

nd. the di t lrom fina
lead to apostasy as we give up orr God and se.ek other
,rnswers (llebrews 6:6-2). We can turn to alternative methods
of obtainrng wealth such as gambling and crime. Soon, the
lottery, replaces god as the impetus to our hope, Instead, we
must remain connecteci to Coct spiritually to remain strong.

Ilhird, economic problems ean cause qtrife in tbe home and
marriage, When we begtn fighting about money, tempers can
spill over into the hearts and bodies of children and they can
tre hrrrt en"rotionall.v ancl physically. Likewise, we can doonl
our marriages and forget that we promised to persevere
tlrlotrglr hard times (Cenesis 2:23-24).

Fourth. our spiritual lives can grow cold as we spend less
time in worship, prayer and communion with Scripture. As
we clo, we grolv increasingly weak and sick spiritrrallv as we
stop walkrng accoreling to our calling ( Ephesians 4:1).

L Revelation 2:8-11, rve frnd Christ praising the church at smyrna
r'r iro \,vas sufferurg through persecutions and extreme poverty,
I JWpV€r, thev remained faitl'rful and were promiser-1 a " croutn of ltfe"
(l evel.ition 2:10). cocl remainecl with them and they saw the true
[r .us oi a life of righteousness.

I' e c;rn iake their lives, instill their values in our hearts, and persevere
tl rough smaller struggles that they ever endured. As we become less
n aterialistic, we mav just find the proper spiritual focus that we have
b 'en missrng all along.
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