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Repentance and Confession of Sin 

 As the 8
th

 chapter of the book of Acts opens, the 

church at Jerusalem has been scattered by 

persecution.  Philip, one of the original seven chosen 

to help oversee the ministry to the widows in the 

Jerusalem church had gone into Samaria to preach 

Christ. 

 The report given by Dr. Luke tells us that the 

people gave heed to the things Philip preached, and 

they were baptized.  There was in that city a sorcerer 

named Simon who also believed and was also 

baptized. 

 When Simon was baptized, he “continued with 

Philip and wondered beholding the miracles and 

signs which were done.” (Acts 8:13)  Well, Peter 

and John were sent for and they came down and 

prayed for the people there that they might receive 

the Holy Spirit.  Simon saw that through laying on 

of the apostles hands the Holy Spirit was given, and 

he offered them money that they might also give him 

this power. 

 The answer of Peter to Simon is immortal.  “Thy 

money perish with thee, because thou has thought 

that the gift of God may be purchased with money.   

Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter; for thy 

heart is not right in the sight of God.  Repent 

therefore of this thy wickedness and pray God, if 

perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven 

thee.” (Acts 8:20-22) 

 Tragically we often fail to do enough teaching on 

the subject of repentance and confession of sins.  

Here Peter plainly tells a Christian to repent and 

confess his sin and pray that he might be forgiven.  

John would write, “If we confess our sins, e is 

faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (I John 1:9) 

 When a member of the body of Christ has done a 

wrong so public in nature that others know about it 

such as drunkenness, reveling, gambling, gossiping, 

tale bearing, or exhibiting an ill temper (and we 

would add to this list the often ignored sin of 

chronic, willful absenteeism) they are never humble 

enough to be forgiven until they are humble enough 

to publicly take away the reproach they have 

publicly brought upon the body of Christ.  When 

such men and women are ashamed to go before the 

entire church and make confession by their own 

mouth, or through someone else when they are 

present, their repentance is not sincere enough to 

obtain forgiveness.  There are those who think it is 

degrading to go before the congregation and publicly 

acknowledge a public sin.  However, the sin is 

already public.  The whole church knows about and 

often the whole town knows about it.  A confession 

shows the humility of the sinner.  It asks the 

forgiveness of the offended brethren and together 

both offended and offender may pray and petition 

our heavenly Father for forgiveness.  There is no sin 

more public than a failure to worship God.  There is 

no sin more deadly than a failure to attend public 

services and to so avow disassociation with the 

brethren.      One  who  has  dropped  out  of   church  
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In Search Of The Lord's Way 
 

 

Tune in to this Television Ministry 
KSLA 12 – Shreveport -7:30 a.m. Sunday 

DISH channel 239-6:00 a.m. Sunday 
DIRECT TV channel 307 -6:00 a.m. Sunday 

http://www.searchtv.org/


[Type a quote from the document or the summary of an interesting point. You can position the text box anywhere in the 
document. Use the Text Box Tools tab to change the formatting of the pull quote text box.] 

 

Gathered Here and There 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Repentance and Confession – continued from page 1 
 

attendance for a long period cannot slip back in as if 

nothing happened.  You see, brethren, time does not 

cover sin, only the blood of Jesus can cover sin. 

 Let us understand that sins of a private nature 

are an entirely different matter.  However, we must 

also understand that the sin of chronic absenteeism 

cannot under any circumstances be classified as a 

“private matter”. 

Tp 

 
 

A Certified Gospel 
 “But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel 

which was preached of me is not after man” 

(Galatians 1:11) 

 A certified gospel is simply a guaranteed gospel.  

Paul guaranteed the Galatians that the gospel which 

he preached did not originate with men, but 

originated with God and was revealed to him by the 

revelation of Jesus Christ.  Men are always careful 

to obtain only those products that are guaranteed to 

come up to a certain standard; but it is different with 

the gospel, with religious teachings.  They are apt to 

accept just about anything, whether it has a 

guarantee or not when they consider religion. 

 In only one palce can we find a certain gospel 

today.  That is in the pages of inspired scripture, the 

teachings of the New Testament.  When Paul 

preached, he proved the gospel to be from God by 

miracles that God did through him.  Today, 

however, it is not necessary that miracles occur for 

the listener to recognize the certified gospel, he has 

only to go to the teachings of the New Testament 

and prove the preaching he hears by what he reads 

in God’s word.  If what is preached is found in the 

Bible, then it is guaranteed to be true.  If it is not 

found in the Bible, then it is not the certified gospel 

and should be rejected. 

 How thankful we should be that there has been 

given to us, the word of God in a permanent form so 

that we can turn its pages and study his will!  Let us 

not neglect our opportunities to study and to 

practice that which we learn.  By so doing, the 

world will have a demonstration of the certified 

gospel, a sure proof as to the reality there is in the 

religion of our Lord.  

-Foster L. Ramsey 

-Just a Moment 

 
 

On The Lighter Side….. 
 

 

Preacher, we can’t revive our church by 

implementing small groups.  We area small 

group! 
 

FOR THE PANTRY…. 
 

Peanut Butter 

 

 

Today’s Sermon 
 
 

The Well 
Is Deep 
 
 

Jesus came in contact with 
an outcast woman at a well 
outside the city of Sychar. . 
It was a moment she would 
never forget. 
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Covered Dish Luncheon 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Don’t Have Time. . .  
 

 “Don’t have time” and  “too busy” have become 

the most worn-out phrases in our American 

vocabulary.  “Busy”?  Well, what is there in that to 

be especially proud of?  What value would you be 

to yourself, your fellowman, your family, or your 

country unless you were busy?  What value can you 

be to your God unless you are busy?  Read 

Ephesians 4:28.  But what are you busy about?  You 

are seldom too busy to take in a movie; seldom too 

busy to attend a ball game; seldom too busy to 

entertain company, seldom too busy to do anything 

you really want to do.  In fact, “You can do 

anything you want to do, if you want to do it badly 

enough, unless you want to do something else 

more.” 

Someday we will take time to die.  Then, I fear, we 

will not be too busy to stand before God in 

judgment. 

-selected 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Our Church family to remember in prayer 
 

 LaJuan Baugh, Dale Fincher, Martha Jean Golden, 
Rodney Golden, Sonya Golden, Sue Hagler, Alice Hall, 
Thelma Hinton, Ted Holt, Dora Livingston, Debra Pate, Jerry 
Pate, Betty Permenter, Mike Permenter, Janice Willaims, 
Melvin Williams, Betty Willis, Alda Yarbrough. 
 
 

Our “extended family” to remember in prayer: 
 

  Joe Barr (Melvin Williams’ son)  Tim Bartlett (friend of 
Betty Miller) Leyton Bell (Ryan Perkins’ grandfather) Edward 
Lee Bradshaw (Gene Bradshaw’s Brother) Leslie Bradshaw 
(friend of Tim & Norma Perkins) Pauline Bradshaw (Gene 
Bradshaw’s sister-in-law), Bethany Bridges (Debra Pate’s 
friend),Jennifer Britt (friend of Thelma Hinton) Kaden Butler 
(Debra Pate’s great grandson) Marcus Cruz Cranford (Sue 
Hagler’s-great-great grandson) Ronnie Emanis (Sue Hagler’s 
nephew) Mary Fleming (Mike O’Brien’s aunt) Hugh Fletcher 
(Sarah Fletcher’s brother) Pat Fletcher (Sarah Fletcher’s 
sister-in law) Mike Fults,  Jonica Glaze (student from Tenaha 
injured in serious car accident) Virginia Goodrum (Debra 
Pate’s sister-in-law) Buddy Hancock (Martha Jean Golden’s 
brother) Allison Harbison,  George Holder, Larry Landry 
(Glenna Noles Brother) Vickie Lee (friend of Sue Hagler) 
Juston Lout (Patricia Lout’s son)  Shirley Lout (Mike Lout’s 
mother) Mason Matchette (3 year old injured in 4 wheeler 
accident) Mitchell McLeod (LaJuan Baugh, Sheri Burgay, 
Trish Lout’s nephew)), Elsie Lee McDaniel (Alice Hall’s sister-
in law) George McNatt (Dale Findher’s  neighbor) Roger 
Scott (LaJuan Baugh’s son-in-law) Robert Shull (friend of 
Sue Hagler) Margie Weaver (friend of Debra Pate)  
 
 

Those being treated for cancer: 
 

 Guadalupe Beltran (friend of Sue Hagler), Harold 
Dawkins (friend of Thelma Hinton) David Greer (son of Gene 
Greer, former minister here) Carla Holt (Ted and Joyce Holt’s 
daughter-in-law) Tanya Johnson (Alda Yarbrough’s sister-in-
law)Dora Livingston, Connie Mettauer, Tem Morrison, 
Teresa Richard (Friend of Norma Perkins) Bobbie Smiley, 
Ronnie Stanfield (friend of Tim & Norma Perkins) Tina 
Vaughn (Sue Hagler’s daughter) Jo Windham (Betty Miller’s 
sister-in-law) 
 
 

Also remember Leland Bradshaw,  Amanda Bradshaw and 
Andrew Bradshaw (Gene and Martha’s son and 
granddaughter and grandson) in Iraq. 

 

Miscellaneous 
 

Those To Remember 

In Prayer 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 
April 24th  - 26th  2020 

Annual Area-Wide Singing & 
Gospel Meeting 

 

Austin Wiggins – Guest Speaker 
Pulpit Minister – Vidor Church of Christ 

 

Sunday 
March 1, 2020 
Make your plans to be 
here and bring a friend 

 

Remember our Sunday Afternoon Class 

5:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

Make your plans to be here! 



 
 
 
 

          

Across The 
Preacher’s Desk 

 I read a quote not long ago that said, “If a 
congregation wants a better preacher, it can 
get one by praying for the one it has.”  I 
thought to myself, how true that is not just for 
preachers, but for everyone.  Often we 
complain about our families, friends, coworkers 
and neighbors, but of course nothing comes of 
that but more discontent.  We try to change 
others and invariably fail.  We must stop trying 
to change others by our power and allow the 
power of prayer to make the difference. 
 
 If there are problems of any kind between 
you and someone else, there is nothing that 
will work as well as your sincere and heartfelt 
prayers to the Father in Heaven.  Did not 
James say, “The effectual fervent prayer of a 
righteous man availeth much.”? 
 
 Do you think the situation is hopeless, the 
relationship doomed?  Pray anyway.  Do you 
think the person you are having trouble with is 
so stubborn, blind, unreasonable or prideful 
that it’s no use to pray because you feel that 
not even the Lord can do anything with them?  
Pray anyway.  Give the Lord a chance to show 
you His power to change people. 
  
 We are always going to have problems of 
some kind with something or somebody in our 
lives.  With the help of God, those problems do 
not need to overwhelm us nor crush us 
beneath their burden.  Try prayer.  Prayer 
changes things! 
 

it’s something to think about…..tbp 

 

 

 
 

 
  

 

 

Great Churches are built with 
Commitment! 

 


