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AN ANCIENT SAINT AND DOUBT

Psalm 73 alone with Psalm 37 and Psalm 49 form
a trilogy. There is a perennial problem grappled with
in all of these Psalms. That is reconciling God’s
moral government with observed facts. How can an
all powerful God be good and yet allow the wicked to
prosper and the righteous to go unrewarded.

Psalm 73 and verses 2 and 3 read this way in the
New Century Version, “But I had almost stopped
believing. | had almost lost my faith, because | was
jealous of proud people. | saw wicked people doing
well.”

The passage tells how the prosperity of the
godless, in apparent flat contradiction of Divine
promises, had all but swept the Psalmist from his
faith. It tells how he was led, through doubt and
struggle, to closer communion with God.
Communion in which he learned not only the
gradually vanishing nature of the external well-being
which puzzled him so much, but he also learned the
eternity of the true blessedness belonging to the
godly.

Psalm 73 tells us that faith has had a fight and
faith has won. Let’s be honest. Doubt plays a larger
part in our lives than we want to admit. Yet, as this
Psalm shows, it can have a beneficial effect. That is,
if it becomes the means to a good end. Doubt can
have true value in our lives. That is, if it clears the
way to stimulate a search for truth.

The Psalmist reveals for us the depth of his
doubt. He had almost lost his footing in the matter of
his faith. The disparity between belief and reality led
the writer to doubt his faith. He called into question
the goodness of God. He had almost concluded that
righteousness is in vain. That it goes unrewarded and
the righteous suffer untold hardships. If this is so,
how can God be Good?

In verse 14 we read that he had reached the depths
of self-pity. Self-pity tends to exaggerate our
problems. It feeds on itself. It weakens the fabric of
faith and is the mark of spiritual immaturity. Self-
pity and spiritual growth move in opposite
directions.

We see that the writer had sunk to the level of a
beast. He writes in Psalm 73:22, “I was senseless and
stupid. [ acted like an animal toward you.” (NCV)
Literally he is saying, “So soured, so embittered was
| and without understanding, | was as a plump
colossus of flesh before thee.” Perhaps as one
commentator put it this must surely mean the
hippopotamus, an emblem of colossal stupidity.

What are the sources of his doubt? He confesses
that he was envious of the wicked and tells us why.
He saw their prosperity and there were no pangs in
their death. They are free of pain and trouble and
they are not troubled and plagued. He saw that pride
was as a chain ornament about their neck and that
injustice and cruelty seem to be their very clothing.

Yet, his observations are superficial, for actual
experience does not bear them out. You see, he is not
seeing the big picture. Instead of viewing a
panorama, he is looking ata snapshot. Instead of
hearing the whole interview, he is listening to a 30
second sound bite.

He is showing us his tendency to generalize from
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only a few examples. Our own tendency to
generalize is one of our more prevalent human
failings. If we try to be true to God and suffer
heartbreak and misfortune, while it appears that the
godless prosper and are free from suffering, we
ought not to generalize. We need to see the big
picture.

Looking back, the Psalmist admitted his failure
to reconcile God’s way and the seeming good
fortune of the wicked. He tells us in verse 17, it
was when he “went into the sanctuary of God, then
I understood their end”.

The Psalmist went down into the depths. He
passed through the fire and yet he ended on a high
note. What saw him through? For one thing, he
had a concern not to injure the faith of others. No
doubt, his first reaction was to use his teaching
office to tell his doubts to others. He was dissuaded
from this by his concern for others.

He realized that he was a man and not God.
There are some problems the human intellect cannot
solve. God’s moral government of the universe is
too weighty for man’s weak powers. The subject
was above the reach of the Psalmist.

We read of his experience with God in the
sanctuary in verses 16 and 17. The biblical way of
facing problems is to take them into the presence of
God. The prophet Habakkuk in the long ago faced
essentially the same problem. He saw the wicked

swallowing up a man more righteous than he. He
solved his problem by seeking the presence of God.

The Psalmist used his God-given grace to take
the long look and see the wicked as God sees them.
When he did this, he saw things he had not seen
before. He saw it was the wicked in the slippery
places, not the saints. He saw the law of retribution
does work for the wicked here and now.

We learn from this the joy of a mature faith. A
mature faith is one that has come out of the fire. A
faith God can only give to those who have brought
their doubts and problems to him This maturing of
faith brought several realizations to the Psalmist.

He realized the abiding presence of God. Out of
the clouds of doubt, his soul now came into the
sunlight of glad certainty. He realized the assurance
of God’s counsel and the hope of eternal life. For
the Psalmist, all the heaven he wanted was God.
We see in verse 28 the faith and confidence of his
final benediction. “But it is good for me to draw
near to God: | have put my trust in the Lord God,
that I may declare all thy works”. Our faith and our
trust must be in God.
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December 7, 2025

Make Your Plans To Be Here
Sunday. December 7. 2025
Our Annual

“NO EXCUSE SUNDAY”™

Put this date on your calendar, make sure you plan to be
here, invite your friends and neighbors to come and
worship with us and stay for our covered dish luncheon.
We will celebrate birthdays and anniversaries for the
months of December, January and February and enjoy a
great time of fellowship together.

Hospitality group 1 is in charge of the luncheon that
day. The members of that group are Marsha Bounds,
LaResa Livingston, Betty Miller, Lisa Miller and
Melonia Molloy.

Communion Preparation - September
Mike & Jana O’Brien

Wednes
FELLOWSHIP MEAL

We Hope you are making your plans to join us for
our next Wednesday night Fellowship meal, September
24, 2025.

UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER!
Save this Date. . .

December 21, 2025 — Annual Christmas Party

No Excuse Sunday

Peggy Baylor (Tim Bradshaw’s mother) is having
thyroid surgery September 22",
Jerry Pate is scheduled for cataract surgery
September 22",

OUR “CHURCH FAMILY”

Cissy Amos. LaJuan Baugh, Gene Bradshaw,
Martha Bradshaw, Martha Jean Golden,
Alice Hall, Thelma Hinton, LaResa Livingston, Mike Lout,
Debra Pate, Jerry Pate, Betty Willis

“EXTENDED FAMILY” AND FRIENDS

Tami Abernathy (friend of Isaiah & Amanda Molloy
hospitalized) Richard Barbee (Gene Bradshaw’s nephew)
David Bissett (Mike O'Brien’s brother in law- cancer)
Dwayne Brister (Cissy Amos’ cousin) Debra Clifton (friend of
LaResa Livingston) Coleen Dickerson (friend of Cissy Amos
with leukemia) Hugh and Pat Fletcher (Sarah Fletcher's
brother and sister-in-law dealing with multiple health issues)
Joyce Fontenot (Debra Pate’s mother) Dot Grant (Friend of
Debra Pate) Suzi Hogan (Mike Bostick’s sister-in-law) Ted
Holt (former member of this congregation) Debbie Lynn
(Abbey Perkins’ mother dealing with memory issues) Albert
Magby (Melonie Bradshaw’s father) Norma Magby
(Melonie Bradshaw’s mother) Karen McCormick (friend of Sarah
Fletcher) Lamar McCormick (friend of Sarah Fletcher,
multiple health issues) Calvin Smith (Debra Pate’s uncle);
Heather Simmons Stewart (Friend of Cissy Amos ) cancer;
J. C. Tate & Pat Tate (Jana O’Brien’s father and mother)
Max Windham (Friend of LaResa Livingston) additional
cancer treatments.

'THOSE IN THE MILITARY AND FOREIGN SERVICE

Cole Barbee, Adam Bradshaw, Michele Bradshaw,
Rosie Tate and Lucas Tate

IMPORTANT DATES FOR 2026

Reserve these dates for important events
in the life of our Church for 2026

March 1, 2026 — “Pack-A-Pew Sunday”
April 24, 2026 — Area Wide Singing & Fellowship
June 7, 2026 — “Friends and Family Day”
September 13, 2026 — “Back To Church Sunday”
December 6, 2026 — “No Excuse Sunday”
December 20, 2026 — Annual Christmas Party
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Did you ever wake up early Sunday
morning, the neighbors are all in bed, the
streets are quiet and the yards are empty?
The world is asleep as you prepare for worship
on the Lord’s day. That's what you get for
being a Christian.

Did you ever leave dishes in the sink, a
blouse un-ironed and the floors un-swept to
visit a sick friend or run an errand for someone
confined to home? That's what you get for
being a Christian.

Did you ever work with a group of people
who use profanity and live loose lives morally
who think you are strange because you are a
Christian and not like they are?

All of that is what you get for being a
Christian. Yet, think what is yours for being a
Christian:

You are a child of the King.

You are loved and cared for.

You have a peace and happiness the world
does not know and cannot take away.

You shall inherit eternal life.

You have a Father to whom you can take all
your unresolved problems. A Father who
abolishes fear and doubt.

All of those things are yours when you
become a Christian, a follower of Jesus Christ,
living His kind of life, His way.
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Each one Bring one!
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