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AM I GIVING MY BEST?
“And this, not as we had expected, but they first game themselves to the Lord and to us by the
will of God.." (2 Corinthians 8:5).
I read that Queen Mary used to go to Scotland every summer. She was so loved by the people
that she went about the country without an escort. One afternoon she was walking with some
children. Suddenly dark clouds came up. The queen stopped at a house and asked to borrow an
umbrella. She said to the lady of the house, "I'll send it back to you tomorrow.' The lady was
reluctant to lend a good umbrella to a stranger, but remembered that she had an old one in the
attic. One rib was broken and there were several holes in it, but she turned it over to the lady at
the door with an apology.
The next day there was another knock at the door. When she opened the door, a man in gold
braid stood with a big envelope in hand. The queen sent me," he said, "and she asked me to thank
you for the umbrella." For a moment the woman was stunned and then she burst into tears. She
said, "Oh! What an opportunity I missed that I did that I did not give her my best!"
The story is told of a rich man who wanted to help a poor carpenter and his family. He hired him
to build a house and went away on a long journey. The carpenter said, "My boss is away, so I can
use shoddy materials, cut down on supporting work, and no one but me will know." So he built a
cheap and shoddy house.
When the rich man returned, the carpenter said to him, "Here is your house all finished according
to your instructions."
"Good," said the rich man, "and here are the keys and the deed. It is yours. I am giving you this
house." Over the years the carpenter grieved. In using cheap materials, he had only cheated
himself.
Each day we have an opportunity to give Jesus the best of our time, money, ability, and
opportunity. According to Jesus, we are helping ourselves when we 'give our best to Him "Lay
up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys will thieves do trot
break in and steal, For where your treasure is, there will heart be also." (Matthew. 6:21-21).
Jesus tells us that our treasures are indications of our focus, faith, and future.
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Our giving tells where we place our emphasis, how much we believe in what we do not see and
the direction our heart is heading. What umbrella are you giving to the King? What kind of
house are you building for yourself?

Announcements
RECORDED SERMONS: The Sunday morning sermons are being recorded. If you missed part of
the lesson or just need to hear God's word again, you can hear the sermons on our Internet site
at: www.laplatacoc.com/sermons .
KUDOS!! Gary Winsett has received the Mike Michaelson Advisor of the Year Award from the
Maryland Association of Student Councils (MASC) for the 2012-2013 school year. This Statelevel award in the high school category was presented to Gary on Thursday at the annual MASC
student/teacher convention.

UPCOMING EVENTS/DATES:
Mar. 28
Ladies Bible study, church bldg., 6:30 p.m.
Mar. 31
Easter Sunday
Apr. 4, 11 Ladies Bible study, church bldg., 6:30 p.m.
Apr. 9
Ladies Bible study class, church bldg., 10 a.m.
Apr. 13
Men's prayer breakfast, church bldg., 9 a.m.
Apr. 18, 25 Ladies Bible study, church bldg., 6:30 p.m.
Apr. 23
Ladies Bible study class, church bldg., 10 a.m.
Apr. 28
Monthly fellowship meal
E-MAIL COMMUNICATIONS: If you have any requests for the prayers of the congregation,
please e-mail them to prayerrequest@laplatacoc.com . Adam Barr will send the information to
the prayer request e-mail notification list. Also, if you have an announcement or information,
other than a prayer request, for the members, send it to Adam at abarr@laplatacoc.com and he
will distribute it via e-mail.
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