Kyle's Korner
WHAT IS WORSHIP? (Part 1)

The first time the word “worship” is used in

Scripture, Abraham, when tested to sacrifice his

son, tells his young men that he and the lad “will go
yonder and worship,” adding that they will soon be back.
(Genesis 22:5) Though this is the first time this word is
used, it is not the first occasion of worship in Scripture.
The first instance of worship is found in the sacrifices of
Cain and Abel. (Genesis 4) Both of their sacrifices were
forms of worship; however, only Abel’s was accepted by
God. It is said of Abel that he, by faith, “offered to God
a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, through which he
obtained witness that he was righteous”. (Hebrews 11:4)

So, back to our question: “What is worship?” Oxford
Languages defines worship as: (n) “the feeling or
expression of reverence and adoration for a deity” and
(v) “show reverence and adoration for (a deity); honor
with religious rites.” We direct our worship toward God.
However, worship can be directed in other ways. Using
this definition, anything or anyone to whom we express
“reverence and adoration” for, this would constitute
worship. We can worship celebrities. In the Old
Testament they worshipped idols; although, I dont see us
expressing such reverence to objects, except in religions
such as Buddhism.

For us, as Christians, what is worship to us? Can we
worship God privately? Yes we can - that is, if we apply
this definition in a general sense. The Bible, however, also
gives us examples of corporate worship - a group of
individuals assembled in a specified location at a
specified time with the common purpose of expressing
“reverence and adoration” to God. God has told us what
is acceptable to Him for worship. As Christians, those of
us who seek to honor him properly follow His
instructions. As was the case with Cain, we know that
our worship can be rejected if not according to His will.
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