Mankind’s Sin, Jesus’s Temptation, and the Christian Life

After last night’s evening service, Jacob Williams, a member of our youth group, shared a great observa-
tion about the temptations of Adam and Eve and Jesus’s own temptation. His insights inspired me to ex-
plore this connection further and share it with our church family.

In Genesis 3:6, Eve saw three appealing qualities in the forbidden fruit: it was “good for food,” “a delight
to the eyes,” and “desired to make one wise.” Similarly, in Matthew 4:1-11, Jesus faced three tempta-
tions from Satan in the wilderness. Later, the apostle John described sin in three categories: “the desires
of the flesh,” “the desires of the eyes,” and “the pride of life” (1 John 2:16). Could these “threes” be con-
nected? If so, what do they teach us about sin, temptation, and our Christian walk?

The parallels are very interesting. Eve’s desire for the fruit as “good for food” aligns with John’s “desires
of the flesh,” reflecting physical cravings. Satan’s first temptation urged Jesus to turn stones into bread,
appealing to His hunger after fasting. Both cases involve bodily desires tempting someone to distrust
God'’s provision.

Next, Eve saw the fruit as “a delight to the eyes,” matching John’s “desires of the eyes,” which involves
coveting what looks pleasing. Satan’s second temptation—urging Jesus to throw Himself from the tem-
ple to be miraculously saved—may connect here. Had Jesus done so, the crowds would have seen a
spectacular sign and hailed Him as Messiah, feeding a desire for public acclaim. Both temptations involve
longing for something visually or emotionally enticing.

Finally, Eve’s desire for wisdom and power—“desired to make one wise” —parallels John’s “pride of life,”
the craving for status or control. Satan’s third temptation offered Jesus all the world’s kingdoms in ex-
change for worship, a direct appeal to pride and power. In both cases, the temptation was to seize au-
thority apart from God’s plan.

These connections suggest a timeless pattern of temptation. Eve and Adam succumbed, but Jesus resist-
ed, showing us how to overcome through trust in God and His Word. Whether or not John had Genesis
in mind, this threefold pattern—flesh, eyes, pride—reveals how sin targets our human weaknesses.

As Christians, we face these same temptations daily, but Jesus’ victory offers hope and guidance. Here
are three practical ways to resist temptation and grow closer to Christ:

Guard Your Physical Desires: Cravings for pleasure can lead us away from God if unchecked. Practice self
-control through prayer, trusting God to meet your needs. For example, before making impulsive deci-
sions, pause to pray and ask, “Am | seeking God’s provision or my own satisfaction?”

Focus Your Eyes on God: The “desires of the eyes” tempt us to chase wealth, beauty, or status. Combat
this by fixing your eyes on Jesus (Hebrews 12:2). When tempted to covet, redirect your attention to grati-
tude for God’s blessings. Try keeping a gratitude journal to remind yourself of how God has blessed you.

Humble Your Heart: The “pride of life” lures us to seek power or recognition. Follow Jesus’ example of
humility (Philippians 2:5-8). Serve others without seeking applause, and when pride creeps in, confess it
to God. Find a fellow Christian who can help you stay accountable and grounded in humility.

Jesus’ triumph over temptation in the wilderness shows us that through Jesus, we can conquer our own
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Our only youth event last week was our youth devotional Sunday night after service. We had
8 youth and 8 adults in attendance. We began with a couple of games with the kids. If
you've never played the game, Happy Salmon before, I'd recommend it. It was quite enter-
taining. After a few rounds of games, it was time to eat. Thomas and Ayla Cook had pre-
pared a spaghetti meal with salad and dessert. The food was great, and the fellowship was
greater! I appreciate Thomas and Ayla hosting and preparing the food for us. I'm thankful
for all the youth that came and for the time we had to spend with them.

Please don’t forget to sign up for our zoo trip on Friday May 31st. There is information
regarding this trip on our youth group facebook page. In Christian Love, Keith
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Sunday, May 18th 2025
Welcome .........c.cccoevvveeennnnnnnnnnn. Wade Tummins
Lead Singing............ccc.cooeeiiiiniann. Mark Forster
TSEPrayer......ccocoveveieniiiiieininin, John Hurt
Sermon................cc.evveeeevnieeerennnnn.nn.John Jones
Lord’s Table...................cceenenne. Mark Forster
Danny Dotson Mike Burns
Billy Buttrey Ethan Tummins

Matthew Dotson ~ Bruce Mayfield

Closing Prayer..............................Gerald Curtis
Collect Cards...................cc......... Slate Berryman

& Hudson Buttrey
Greeters.............cccc..ec..ooeeonnenn. Not at this time
Nursery.......ccooocoeveiiiiiiiiiininnn.. Not at this time
Collect CUPS......coneueiieeiiiiee e, Youth
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Week of May 1I" 2025

A Caring Church Lifting Up The CROSS And CROWN of CHRIST

Lead Singing...............ccoeeooiiiiniinn Mark Forster
Prayer.............oocoeiiiiiiiii W.R. Long
Sermon.............ceceeviiiiiiiiiisieeienienennn.John Jones
Lord’s Table.........................Jimmy Suddeath

Barry Phy

Closing Prayer............................Calvin Buckner

Wednesday 6:30 PM, May 21st2025

Lead Singing......... .........cocceviiiiinn, Bill Williams
Prayer............c.cvvvvvvcccvrrnecenennn.JO€ Smith
Adult Class.................ccc.................JOhnN Jones

*If you are unable to serve...please contact Wade
Tummins in advance. (cell 931-209-6291)

*If changes need to be made in scheduling please
contact Jimmy Phy.

00

“If you are unable to attend any service please tune in to our Facebook page or
our YouTube page to watch the services. This is NOT a replacement for the
command to assemble together as Christ’s Body, but a tool for those who may be
homebound/shut-in or sick.

The MESSENGER is online! =5
Visit the church website EChurch
to view! Bulletin
OUR RECORDS for 5/11/2025
Sunday Morning Bible School — — — —-— 106
Sunday Morning Worship —-— — — — —- 226
Sunday Evening Worship -—-— — —--— — 103
Wed-Mid-Week Bible Study - — — — — —-- 105
Sunday Contribution— — — — ------ $7,937

o Schedule of Services
Lead Like the Lord
Sunday
Bible Study............. 9:00am
Worship............ 10:00am
May ; .
14 - Bill Williams - Jesus was Common: He Had a Humble Heart Ewnmg ----------- 6: Oopm
21 - Carter Howard - Jesus was Clear Thinking: He Made Wise Decisions
28 - Singing Night
A Wednesday
4 - Wade Tummins - Jesus was Centered: He Understood His Purpose @15[2 S tud—“y ,,,,,,,,,, 630pm
11 - Vacation Bible School
18 - Keith Grigsby - Jesus was a Coach: He Trained the Next Generation (Part 1) ﬁﬁ[ers:
25 - Singing Night .
\ Calvin Buckner
Ju \ "4 . .
2 - John Hurt - Jesus was a Coach: He Trained the Next Generation (Part 2) @1[[_-)’ @uttrey Bruce Mﬂyﬁeg{
9 - Walter Reid Long - Jesus had Character: He Lived a Life of Integrity .
16 - Mark Forster - How Do You Define Success? WQ Long Ml@ Roﬁertso n
23 - Singing Night .
30 - Summer Series begins M
5 : Derek Berryman — Mike Burns
; Wayne Coates Mark Forster
John Hurt Barry Phy
Robert Proctor James Ridings
Joe Smith Dwight Stuart
Ethan Tummins ~ Wade Tummins
Ronnie Tyler
: Staff:
Dt Ministers ----- Every Member
Pulpit - John Jones
Youth -------—- Keith Grigsby
Secretaries —----- Terri Tummins
Teresa Fleming
To Contact Us: EVANGELISM PROGRAM

9704 Hwy 70 E
Mail us: P.O. Box 256
McEwen, TN 37101
Phone: 931-582-6130

E-mail: mcewencofc@gmail.com

Website: www.mcewenchurchofchrist.com

Bible studies are ongoing! Please help by:
1. Praying for those we are studying with
2. Continue filling out Contact Cards for us to reach
out to



http://www.mcewenchurchofchrist.com/

