“He’s My Friend”

John Jones
What a blessing it is to have good friends. When you consider a good friend, you often think of
someone who would ‘give you the shirt off their back’ if you needed it. They are always there for
us in the hard times, which makes their presence during the good times all that much sweeter.
Our family was reminded this past week of the blessings of friendship in the Lord. After fifteen
years since the last time we had seen them, it was a real blessing to catch up with Mauricio and
Kayla Yegros, the teammates of Riley and Brittany Hendrix in Miami. Despite the long time apart,
our friendship picked right back up where we left off. Our similar experiences in mission work
and raising kids gave us much to talk about. Our kids became fast friends with theirs! The only
sad thing about having good friends is that we can’t be with all of them all of the time. Often we
are separated by hundreds of miles or hours and hours of driving time. Maybe they have already
passed from this life to the next. How beautiful heaven must be, having all of our loved ones who
are faithful to the Lord together in one place!

What does Jesus say about being a friend? In John 15:13-15 after washing the disciples feet,
predicting Judas’ betrayal and Peter’s denial, Jesus said these words: “Greater love has no one
than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what I
command you. No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is
doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known
to you.”

Even though Jesus’s friends were failing him (and would continue to do so), Jesus showed us the
picture of a perfect friend: his sacrificial love. But then he told us clearly what friendship with
him would look like: Obeying his commands. We might say, “I don’t think I would be friends
with someone who commanded me to do things!” That’s well and good, but have you ever had
your King love you enough to lay down his life for you, then lovingly invite you to follow his
teachings which he knows are for your benefit? I think I'd be willing to obey that kind of friend.
I’'m honored that he even considers me worthy of his friendship!

Sometimes we sing the song, “I'll be a friend to Jesus” and I love the second verse:
“The world may turn against Him, I'll love Him to the end, And while on earth I'm living, My
Lord shall have a friend.”

What other friend can offer us salvation? What other friend can forgive you of everything wrong
you've ever done and bring you into His Father’s house, heaven? We are so blessed to have our
Lord and Savior as our friend. What a shame it would be if we allowed lesser friends on this earth
to lead us away from our best friend. What a blessing it would be if we showed our friends in this
life the best friend they could ever possibly have!

“I'll be a friend to Jesus, My life for Him I'll spend; I'll be a friend to Jesus, Until my years shall
end.”
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YOUTH
Rafting trip July 18-20t, sign up
*To schedule an appointment, please visit sheet is on the Youth bulletin board.
RedCrossBlood.org and enter sponsor code: | Deadline to sign-up is Wed, July 9.

FEO.CUS.

Faith, Obedience, Character, Unity, Salvation

Compared to two weeks ago, this past week was much less busy. The only activity for last week was our
Breakfast and Bible study on Wednesday. Laurie and I hosted a group of 8 youth for a waffle, bacon, sau-
sage, egg, and fruit breakfast at 9:00. After breakfast we had a good bible study. We wrapped up with a
short time of fellowship together before everyone had to leave. We were missing a few of our youth who
were attending FFA camp. We hope to have our entire crew back this coming Thursday for our next B&B.

We have several activities for this coming week. Our breakfast and bible study will be Thursday at 9:00
and that evening we will be heading to a Summer Youth Series at Crieve Hall church of Christ where Bray-
den is interning this summer. It will be good to spend some time with that congregation and some of their
youth. We will wrap up the weekend with a youth devotional Sunday night after evening ser-

vice. In Christian Love, Keith




SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
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Sunday, July 13t 2025

Welcome ..........c.c.coooviiniiiiiiiiniin W.R. Long
Lead Singing............ccc.cooeeiiiiniann. Mark Forster
TSt Prayer......cc.coveveeeeieneinninninn, Calvin Buckner
Sermon................cc.evveeeevnieeerennnnn.nn.John Jones
Lord’s Table....................ccceeenn, Mike Burns

Jimmy Suddeath ~ Jacen Robertson

Terry Parchman  John Potter

Mike Robertson Drew Buttrey
Closing Prayer........................Jimmy Suddeath
Collect Cards..............coeeeuviunenn. Stirling Hurt

& Jaxon Holt

Greeters............cccceeuveueencencnnnn... Not at this time
NUTSery......ccooeviiviiiiiiiiiiiiiiins, Not at this time
Collect CUPS........vviieieiiiees e, Youth
Security. ..o Team #3

Sunday 6PM, July 13t 2025

Wednesday 6:30 PM, July 16th 2025

Wade Tummins in advance. (cell 931-209-6291)

*If changes need to be made in scheduling please
contact Jimmy Phy.
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Lead Singing..................................Mark Forster
Prayer...............cccceeceeev .. .Ethan Tummins
Sermon..........................eevveee e John Jones
Lord’s Table...................Matthew Dotson

Jack Grigsby
Closing Prayer............................Bruce Mayfield

00

“If you are unable to attend any service please tune in to our Facebook page or
our YouTube page to watch the services. This is NOT a replacement for the
command to assemble together as Christ’s Body, but a tool for those who may be
homebound/shut-in or sick.

BULLETIN

Week of July 6" 2025

John 15:14 NIV

A Caring Church Lifting Up The CROSS And CROWN of CHRIST

Schedule of Services

Sunday
Bible Study............... 9:00am
Worship............ 10:00am
FEvening............... 6:00pm

Wednesday
Bible Study. ......... 6:30pm

Elders:
Calvin Buckner

Billy Buttrey Bruce Mayfield
W.R, Long Mike Robertson

Deacons:
Derek Berryman — Mike Burns
Wayne Coates Mark Forster
John Hurt Barry Phy
Robert Proctor James Ridings
Joe Smith Dwight Stuart
Ethan Tummins — Wade Tummins

Ronnie Tyler

Staff:
Ministers ----- Every Member
Pulpit - John Jones
Youth -------—- Keith Grigsby

Secretaries --—----- Terri Tummins
Teresa Fleming

Lead Singing......... ..................... Andrew Peyton
Prayer...........c....occvvvvvvciccccinineneeneen.Jo€ Smith
Adult Class..........ecccccssunn........Mark Forster
*If you are unable to serve.........please contact

The MESSENGER is online! —
Visit the church website EChurch
to view! Bulletin
OUR RECORDS for 7/6/2025
Sunday Morning Bible School — — — —-— 106
Sunday Morning Worship —-— — — — —- 186
Sunday Evening Worship -—-- - - - — —- 117
Wed-Mid-Week Bible Study - — — — — —-- 109
Sunday Contribution— — — — ------ $9,062

To Contact Us:
9704 Hwy 70 E
Mail us: P.O. Box 256
McEwen, TN 37101
Phone: 931-582-6130

E-mail: mcewencofc@gmail.com

Website: www.mcewenchurchofchrist.com

EVANGELISM PROGRAM
Bible studies are ongoing! Contin-

ue to be:

1. Praying for those we are studying with

2. Continuing to provide new {Contact’s}
cards for us to reach out to

Team 2 - no cards to work on this
Wednesday night.
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