“There Are No Stupid Questions”
Until looking at a silly online calendar, | never knew that September 28 is “Ask a Stupid Question
Day,” a lighthearted reminder that the only truly foolish question is the one never asked. The
observance was created to encourage students to overcome the fear of looking silly in the

classroom. After all, many people remain confused simply because they are too embarrassed
to raise their hands. I've found that often times, what may be considered a “stupid question,” is
the same question that several students are thinking, but not asking!

This same thing can happen in our spiritual lives.

Some Christians hesitate to ask questions because they worry others might think they should
already know the answer. New believers may wonder about baptism, prayer, salvation, or Bible
study. Longtime Christians may struggle with difficult passages of Scripture or wrestle with
questions about suffering, forgiveness, or God’s will. Rather than asking, they remain silent.
Yet the Bible presents sincere questions as a normal part of growing in faith.

When the Ethiopian official was reading Isaiah, Philip asked if he understood what he was
reading. His humble response was, “How can |, unless someone guides me?” (Acts 8:31).
Because he was willing to admit what he did not know, he came to understand the gospel and
was baptized.

The Bereans were commended because they eagerly received God's Word while also
“examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so” (Acts 17:11). They were not
criticized for asking questions—they were praised for it.

Even Jesus’ disciples often asked questions. Sometimes they misunderstood His teaching.
Sometimes they needed Him to explain a parable (Matthew 13:36). On other occasions they
asked Him to teach them how to pray (Luke 11:1). Jesus patiently instructed those who
sincerely desired to learn.

Of course, there is a difference between honest questions and a stubborn refusal to believe.
James warns against doubting God’s character while expecting His blessing (James 1:6-8). But
God has never discouraged humble seekers. Through the prophet Jeremiah, He promised, “You
will seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart” (Jeremiah 29:13).
Questions also help strengthen the entire church. Proverbs says, “Iron sharpens iron, and one
man sharpens another” (Proverbs 27:17). | absolutely love it when good questions are asked
during Bible class. It proves to me that someone is paying attention and wanting to learn!

If there is a Bible verse you have never understood, ask someone. If you wonder why Christians
believe a certain doctrine, ask. If you are struggling with temptation, grief, or uncertainty, ask
for counsel and prayer. God has blessed His church with elders, preachers, teachers, and
mature believers who delight in helping others grow.

So on this “Ask a Stupid Question Day,” remember that there are no stupid questions when they
are asked with a sincere desire to know God's truth. Open your Bible. Open your heart. Ask,
seek, and learn. Jesus Himself gave this wonderful invitation: “Ask, and it will be given to you;
seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you” (Matthew 7:7). By: John Jones

“Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be
healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working.” - James 5:16
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