The Aims of Preaching/Manner of Preaching-Chapter 1...... Concluding Observations

Our world is changing, and will continue to change. It has been changing ever since the Gar-
den of Eden. Someone has said that when they were driven from the Garden, Eve turned to
Adam and said, “The times, they are a changin’.” How true! We must recognize the fact of an
ever-changing world and not be intimidated by it. We cannot afford to retreat into a cocoon and
refuse to accept the reality of change.

Change per se is not wrong. Some changes are wrong, but not all are. Changes (good and
bad) in customs, life-styles, technologies, and values will continue to take place. Preachers
would be wise to stay informed of the changes taking place in the world. Within the arenas of
expediency and matters of human judgment and opinion, it is wise to be flexible and adaptable.
The late H. A. Dixon used to frequently quote Alexander Pope, the English essayist, who said,
“Be not the first by whom the new is tried, nor yet the last to lay the old aside.” That is good ad-
vice for preachers today. All preachers of the gospel should be willing to say with Paul, “l have
become all things to all men, that | may by all means save some” (I Corinthians 9:22 ASV). But
in matters of faith and doctrine, we must “preach...the preaching that | {God} bid thee”(Jonah 3:2).

In summary the kind of preaching needed today is the kind Paul had in mind when he wrote,
“I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the living and the
dead at His appearing and His kingdom: preach the word! Be instant in season, out of season.
Convince, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and teaching” (Il Timothy 4:1,2). If preachers will
be faithful to this charge the church faces the future with great hope and optimism and with the
promise that God Himself will give the increase. This is the kind of preaching needed today!
Chapter 2 : “The Sermon On Pentecost.........

Acts 2 is the heart of the Bible. That is to say, everything before Acts 2 pointed to the events
recorded in that chapter, and everything after Acts 2 points back to that landmark. At the heart
of Acts 2 is the sermon preached by Peter and the other apostles of Christ. Such being the
case, that sermon and what it sets forth constitutes the core of what the Bible is all about.

The sermon begins in verse 14 and reaches its crescendo in verse 36 with the irrefutable
conclusion. “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made this same
Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ.” This affirmation is the central truth of
God’s plan for human redemption.. It is, therefore, the central truth of God’s revelation to man.

An analysis of the sermon shows that it is divided into three parts:(1) a refutation of the
charge that the apostles were drunk (verses 14,15); (2) a declaration that what was being
seen and heard was the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy (verse 16-21); (3) an affirma-
tion that Jesus of Nazareth is Messiah and the savior of the world (verses 22-36). We shall
now examine each part of the sermon in detail.. It is a brilliant, to say nothing of being an
inspired, example of the kind of preaching needed today. Continued next week.
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Faith, Obedience, Unity, Character, Salvation

*The above is taken from the book “The Kind of Preaching Needed Today” by Hugh Fulford, published 2006.
Although this book is directed more toward preachers, it also addresses many things each of us can use in
planning a seed for Christ that Jimmy Phy presented & implemented for us to use last week.

Our big activity for last week, which wasn’t a youth activity, but a church wide activity, was our Cookout
and Softball game on Saturday evening. We had a group of around 55 in attendance. We began the even-
ing with a great meal together of hamburgers, hot dogs, and all the fixings, plus sides and desserts. We
had a great time of fellowship together. I appreciate those who brought the sides and desserts and Ethan
Tummins grilling all the burgers and hot dogs. After we ate, we divided up the teams and headed to the
field. We had a group of 33 who played or attempted to play. It was so much fun and such a blessing to
be able to spend this time together in fellowship with our great church family. We shared so many laughs
and made so many memories together. I appreciate all those that played and the ones who stayed and

watched. I cannot wait to do it again next year! In Christian Love, Keith | & hearts continue to rejoice

over the baptism of
Alexis Carter, last Sunday.

Trip to the Pumpkin Patch {for Youth of all ages) Parents too if they

like, this Saturday the 14th, meet here at the building @ 10:00 AM.




SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Sunday October 15th 2023

Welcome .......................cccceee.e.. Mike Tyler
Lead Singing............ccc.cooeeiiiiniann. Mark Forster
1st Prayer.................................... Mike Robertson
Sermon............cooeeviiiiiiiiii Cliff Hand
Lord’s Table...............................Dwight Stuart

Dennis Tester Gerald Curtis

Bruce Mayfield Robert Proctor

Carter Howard Wendell Monroe
Closing Prayer................cccceeuvvenee.....John Hurt
Collect Cards..............c.coooeviviveeiniin, Jaxon Holt

& Matthew Dotson

Greeters..................................... Not at this time
NUTSErY.....ccvvviviiiiiiiiiiiiiiin Not at this time
Collect Cups..........ccccveeveeiienncnn.. Youth Group
Security..........cooooiiiiiiiii Team #2

Sunday 6PM, October 15t 2023

Lead Singing...............c................ Mark Forster
Prayer...........cccooooiiiiiiiiiiiiiin, Danny Dotson
Sermon ettrtrieriieieieiiiien.. Jim Suddeath
Lord’s Table....................Derek Berryman

Gerald Curtis
Closing Prayer.....................................Barry Phy

Wednesday 6:30 PM, October 18th 2023

Lead Singing...........................o Jimmy Long
Prayer............c..cceevevevvccccnenenne . Jim Suddeath
Adult Class....................oooei

If you are unable to serve...please contact Wade
Tummins, in advance. (cell 931-209-6291)

If changes need to be made in scheduling please
contact Jimmy Phy.
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A Caring Church Lifting Up The CROSS And CROWN of CHRIST

The MESSENGER is online! — o
Visit the church website £Church
to view! Bulletin
OUR RECORDS for 10/8/2023

Sunday Morning Bible School — — — — — - 100
Sunday Morning Worship —-—- - — — — 173
Sunday Evening Worship —-— - — — — — 97
Wed. Mid-week Bible Study (10/04) — — —- 106
Sunday Contribution— — — — — — — — - $7,965
Number of Seeds Planted — — — — — — — 13

To Contact Us:
9704 Hwy 70 E
Mail us: P.O. Box 171
McEwen, TN 37101
Phone: 931-582-6130 Fax: 931-582-6372  Devotion Line: 582-6652

E-mail: mcewencofc@gmail.com

Website: www.mcewenchurchofchrist.com

Listen to:” The Truth In Love” Sunday on AM1060/93.5FM@ 8:15am

Schedule of Services

Sunday
Bible Study............... 9:00am
Worship. ........... 10:00am
Evening............... 6:00pm

Wednesday
Bible Study.......... 6:30pm

Elders:
James Buckner  Calvin Buckner
Billy Butirey Bruce Mayfield
W.R, Long Mike Robertson

Deacons:
Derek Berryman  Mike Burns

Wayne Coates ~ MarR Forster
John Hurt Barry Phy
Robert Proctor  James Ridings
Elton Smith Joe Smith
Dwight Stuart ~ Drew Swearns
Dennis Tester ~ Ethan Tummins

Wade Tummins ~ Ronnie Tyler

Staff:

Ministers ----- Every Member
Pulpit e
Youth --------- Keith Grigsby

Secretaries
Terri Tummins/Teresa Fleming
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